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Dear Harriet Chapel Family and Friends,
Some of you will hear what I am going to say during one of my sermons, but this information needs to be heard more than once to be fully absorbed, so bear with me. 

I just participated in an online class given by Virginia Theological Seminary (VTS). The course was titled “The Future of the Episcopal Church” and a key take away from the presenters was, to quote an old Bob Dylan song: “The times, they are a changing.” According to research done by VTS, Harriet Chapel’s situation is not unusual.  We are part of the majority of Episcopal churches with an Average Sunday Attendance of 50 people or less. Here is a breakdown of the four main church settings today.

Setting 1
Setting 2
Setting 3 (Harriet Chapel is here)
Setting 4
-Priests: One or more
(paid with benefits)
-Office Staff (paid)
-Professional staff
(paid) 
-Priest: One (paid with benefits, full time)
-Office Staff (limited, part time)
-Priest: (paid/part time covering one or multiple sites)
-No Parish Staff
-No Priest (lay led)

-Visiting clergy
-No paid Staff
In person Average Sunday Attendance (ASA) 150+
In person Average Sunday Attendance (ASA) 50-150
In person Average Sunday Attendance (ASA) 25-50
In person Average Sunday Attendance (ASA) 1-25
6% 0f all Episcopal Churches and Dropping
24% of All Episcopal Churches and Dropping
55% of All Episcopal Churches and Rising
14% of All Episcopal Churches and Rising

Total Congregations in 2023: 6,779                                      Church Closings: 2010-2022: 1,000+
Changes are happening in the Episcopal Church and in all denominations. We can allow ourselves to feel defeated or we can look at this as an opportunity to “get back to our roots” and become Christian communities focused on Christ’s mission rather than worrying about how we can return to the way the church was 20, 30, or 50 years ago. 
We are in a period of “downsizing”, but Christianity can still thrive! As far as I know, there is no place in scripture where the early Christians bemoaned the fact that there weren’t more people listening as they spread the Gospel. They dusted off their sandals, straightened their tunics and got on with spreading Christ’s message. They didn’t worry about whether they had the latest technology, or keeping the air conditioning on, or providing retirement benefits to the apostles. Those were not the priorities Jesus stressed.  Sharing Christianity took place on dusty roads, beside town wells, at dinner tables and in households. Jesus said, “whenever two or more are gathered in my name I am in the midst of them.” 
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The reality is that Priest-led Sunday worship services may not be the center of our corporate life in the future. This downsizing is a very unsettling change for us, but change is happening, and we can resist it or find a way to work with it. I keep trying to remind myself that God is in charge even though I grieve for the church I was raised in. Very few of us will find this easy but most of us can look back on a difficult transition in our lives and realize that God brought us through that period, and we have adjusted and maybe even thrived in our new reality. I am hopeful that gathering in the church for worship will still be a central part of our lives together, but who knows? As things change, we may find that the work of the church is more effective in informal, small group settings!  It’s frightening for us, but the future of the church may look very different than what we envision it to be. During the VTS class, one of the presenters said something along the lines of: “Sometimes our perception of what it (the church) should be, holds us hostage. We need to allow ourselves to be transformed by God. We need to take advantage of opportunities to talk with others about the life-giving power of our faith.” In other words, it’s time to stop concentrating solely on being in the church and just be the church anywhere.  We can sit in a diner or on a park bench and tell a friend about what God has done in our lives and then we can struggle with a Bible passage together or reach out to help a neighbor in need. Maybe the church will become something my humble mind can’t imagine at this point.  I/we must realize that change is coming but God’s love stays the same. Change is coming but Jesus still wants us to bring his message to this hurting world. Change is coming but God’s Holy Spirit will fill us, lead us and guide us. Alleluia! Amen!
Pastor Sally
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Current Vestry Members:
Mary Allison, Marcia Bell, Edna and Joe Ferraro, Joshua Gervais, Kathryn Hauser, Karen Patterson, Susie Robinson, Debbie Sweeney                          
Current Church Officers: 
Senior Warden: David Sweeney
Junior Warden:  Joe Ferraro 
Treasurer: Heather Clabaugh
Secretary: Karen Patterson
Current Clergy Serving Harriet Chapel: 
Bishop: The Rt. Rev. Carrie Schofield-Broadbent
Priests: The Rev. Douglas C. Smith
                 The Rev. Sally B. Joyner Giffin
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Birthdays
4th: Marilou Barratt,
        Betty Gray
7th: Laurie Jansen
11th: Beth Smith
20th: Mary Allison
22nd: Jerry Anderson




Anniversaries
11th – Marilou & Tom Barratt
30th – Elizabeth & Douglas Comer


Heavenly Father, we thank you for the gift of life. We praise you for the blessing of our friends and we ask that you surround them with your love on their special day. Grant them wisdom and strength for the year ahead, and may they always know your presence in their lives. Amen.
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Lay Ministry schedule
	DATE               2024
	GREETERS
	LAY READERS
	ALTAR SERVERS
	ALTAR GUILD

	JUNE
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	2nd
	Fran Hennessy          Pat Plum
	Mimi McReal 
 Susie Robinson    
	David Sweeney 
?
	David Sweeney Joann Miller

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	9th
	Debbie Sweeney Mary Allison
	? 
Susan Rauth
	David Sweeney Thomas McReal
	David Sweeney Mary Allison

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	16th
	Danny Harman     Susie Robinson
	Thomas McReal   Fran Hennessey
	David Sweeney Thomas McReal
	David Sweeney Susan Rauth

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	23rd
	Susan and                   Jim Rauth
	Stephen Hess         Pat Plum
	David Sweeney Thomas McReal
	David Sweeney Danny Harman

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	30th
	?
	Judy S. Smith   Donna Clabaugh
	David Sweeney Thomas McReal
	David Sweeney Joann Miller

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	JULY
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	7th
	Fran Hennessy          Pat Plum
	Karen Patterson Beth Smith
	David Sweeney Thomas McReal
	David Sweeney Mary Allison

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	14th
	Debbie Sweeney Mary Allison
	Kathryn Hauser   Fran Hennessy
	David Sweeney Thomas McReal
	David  Sweeney Susan Rauth

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	21st
	Danny Harman     Susie Robinson
	Susan Rauth        Mimi McReal
	David Sweeney Gary Bell
	David Sweeney Danny Harman

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	28th
	Susan and                   Jim Rauth
	Pat Plum              Susie Robinson
	David Sweeney Susie Robinson
	David Sweeney Joann Miller
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June Happening ’s

Our Annual Church picnic will take place following worship on Sunday, June 9th. As an added bonus, the folks from Living Water Inclusive Catholic Community will be joining us.
The hospitality committee will provide fried chicken, beverages, and paper products.   Those planning to attend are asked to bring a covered dish to share.
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JUNETEENTH will be commemorated on Wednesday, June 19th at 6:30 p.m. In Catoctin Furnace, Juneteenth is more than a holiday. The day stands as a testament to and celebration of the unyielding spirit of a people. It is a day for introspection, a platform for education, and a tribute to the monumental contributions of African Americans to the history of Catoctin Furnace, Frederick County, the state of Maryland, and this nation.
By commemorating Juneteenth, we foster connections, healing, and revitalization. And we pay tribute to the ongoing fight for social justice and racial equity. We pay homage to the more than 271 skilled enslaved ironworkers who toiled at Catoctin Furnace from the time of the American Revolution until the 1840’s. And who built homes and Harriet Chapel that are still in use today. We will say their names and remember them.
The remembrance ceremony, coordinated by The Catoctin Furnace Historical Society and held in conjunction with the Thurmont Lions Club and Harriet Chapel will help connect individuals with a deeper understand of the African American story at Catoctin Furnace. Join us as the names of the enslaved are read and wreaths are placed in commemoration.












Everyone is invited to an upcoming program by someone who has become a Harriet Chapel friend, Ranger Angela Crenshaw, Director of Maryland State Parks. She will lead a program at the historic Newcomer House, near Sharpsburg, on Harriet Tubman as the Ultimate Outdoors woman, on Saturday, June 22 at 11:30 a.m.  The program, free of charge, will run about an hour.  Afterwards, there's the option to head to nearby Antietam Creek Vineyards to enjoy music, fantastic wines, and food truck fare (Dutch treat). The Newcomer House about 40 minutes away on Antietam National Battlefield, located at 18422 Shepherdstown Pike, Keedysville, MD 21756 (about 1/2 mile east of Sharpsburg on MD Rt. 34).  Questions?  Ask Liz Shatto when you see her or email liz@heartofthecivilwar.org.
Angie says she hopes to see many of us there!
+Remember Ranger Crenshaw, she presented a program for the Thurmont Midde School students here at Harriet Chapel several years ago. She was wonderful! 
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Dear Heavenly Father, I come before You today to commit my good friends who have fallen ill. They are in pain physically as well as emotionally. It also pains me when I see them laying abed and struggling.
But I know, God, that You are the great Healer. Whatever disease my friends have is nothing when compared to the power of Your Name. I ask You, dear Lord, to touch my friends with Your healing hands. May You ease their pain and be their comfort in this time of need. Reveal Yourself and Your power in a very special, personal way to my friends today.
I know, Lord, that You alone are able to make miracles in the lives of those who are sick. Just as You were able to make the lame man walk, the blind man see, and the leper be healed, so I believe that You are also able to help my friends recover their health. I trust that my friends will be healed soon through Your power, God. These I pray in Your Name, Amen,
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Judy S. Smith, Annie Hess, Adunni, Enid Shannon, Deborah Boisvert, Joe Loetell and family, Ben Ayers, Marty Sweeney, Tiffany Whitmore, Zachary Whitmore, Debbie Lamperti, Sarah Wood, Nick Fraley, Johnny and Susie Portner, Donald Fuss, Clara Moore, Janet Nave, Bob Stakes, Vanessa Pryor, People of Ukraine and all the victims of the conflict in the Middle East and in conflicts around the world. 
We also offer  prayers for those with long-term needs: Nathaniel Rentzell, Virginia Rauth, Sue Shatto, Susan Hess, Carla Beck, Mae Bolin, Bonnie Miller, Susan and Jim Rauth, Nancy and Jerry Anderson, Joan Wisner, The Burrier family, The Grimes family, Daniel Hess, Denny Edwards, Betty Grossnickle,
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Dear God,
Thank you for all the fathers and father-figures in this world and for the many ways you use them to lovingly guide others to Your heart. I ask that you bless them and give them great joy and peace. May they see You and know You in new ways. Show them how much you love them and care about them. Guide their steps, use their hands, and make them a blessing to others as you continue to fulfill your special purpose for their lives.
Amen.
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Clerical History of Catoctin Parish – 
Taken from ‘Faith In The furnace’ by Elizabeth ‘Betty’ Anderson.
Religion has always played an integral part in the lives of the people of the Catoctin area from the time of settlement to the present day. Faith has comforted the early settlers as well as the current members of Harriet Chapel today. And yet we and they have struggled during our clerical challenges throughout these many years.
As early as 1739, settlers were arriving in the region which includes the Catoctin area. From time-to-time Lutheran clergymen visited the area baptizing, marrying and bringing the sacrament of Holy Communion. By 1743, the settlers had built a simple log church. Its location is not known but it was in close location to serve the residents of Catoctin.
In November 1774, James Johnson moved to Catoctin and began construction of a furnace. By 1776, the furnace was in full blast. This began a long and successful ironmaking enterprise at Catoctin.
The furnace served as the social and economic center of the community and was regularly visited by Lutheran and Moravian clergy. 
In 1812, the furnace was sold to John Brien, who became a main character in the history of Harriet Chapel. He had met and married Harriet McPherson in 1804 at All Saints Episcopal Church in Frederick. They were both members of All Saints. During this time, the community was still being visited by the Moravian Clergy.
John Brien saw a need to have a small stone church built on the furnace property not far from the iron furnace. This would be convenient for not only the workers but for use by any visiting preachers who would want to hold a service in the small stone church. The building was completed in mid-February 1828. The Moravian clergy continued to perform services at the small chapel.
However, by 1832 the regular services were discontinued due to lack of attendance, and it was felt by the Moravian clergy that they needed to spend more time at their church in Graceham, MD.
John Brien turned to his own church, All Saints Episcopal in Frederick to bring worship to the Catoctin Furnace workers. Arrangements were made and the chapel was consecrated as an Episcopal Church and a mission of All Saints on October 25, 1833, by the Bishop of Maryland at that time.
Following is a history and list of clergies that have served at Harriet Chapel from the beginning until the present day.
+ Following the consecration in 1833, services were held every other Sunday as a mission of All Saints, Frederick.
+ From 1834 – 1836, The Rev. Leonard H. Johns was the first missionary to serve at Harriet Chapel.
+ With the departure of Rev. Johns, the little stone chapel was virtually unused for eight years. It did remain a part of All Saints Parish. The Moravians continued to perform weddings and burials.
+ Between 1845 – 1847, several missionaries from All Saints provided religious training and services at Harriet Chapel.
+ 1847, a young doctor, William McPherson, Jr. and his wife, Harriet moved to Catoctin Furnace. When Harriet found the church was not in use, she wrote to the Bishop of Maryland asking for his help in revitalizing the chapel.
+ 1852 – 1853, a young deacon, Henry John Windsor came to Harriet Chapel.
+ 1853 – 1856, James Albert Harrell, a young medical doctor arrived. Dr. Harrell had studied for Holy Orders prior to coming to Harriet Chapel. However, he left in early 1856.
+ Once again, Harriet Chapel is without a clergy person. The search for a priest continued and in August 1856, the Vestry contacted The Rev. Charles M. Parkman. He resigned in December 1856.
+ In December 1856, The Rev. James G. Jacobs began to hold services at Harriet Chapel, however by May 1857, Rev. Jacobs left.
+ 1858 – 1859, the Parish was once again without a rector. Please note, that during all these ups and downs, the folks in the Catoctin Furnace area and the members of Harriet Chapel, did not give up. They persevered!
+ 1860, for the first five months, we were served by The Rev. Alfred Allen Curtis.
+ In May 1860, The Rev. Gustavus W. Ayers along with The Rev. Edward G. Perryman and his brother-in-law, The Rev. Savington W. Crampton shared in serving the Parish.
+ Please note that during the Civil War, there were no regular services offered.
+ 1862 – 1867, Deacon James Taylor Chambers served as officiant at Harriet Chapel until his ordination in 1864. He then continued as our Priest.
+ By the summer of 1867, The Rev. Clarence Hall was serving the community of Catoctin and the congregation of Harriet Chapel.
+ 1867, The Rev. John Henry Weddel and The Rev. Robert Harper Clarkson, arrived in Catoctin Furnace and shared the clerical duties of Harriet Chapel.
+ During the decade of the sixties, we had the Civil War and later the reconstruction of the Union. For Harriet Chapel and its parishioners, this was a very uncertain time. They could only do as they had done so often before, carry on and await the arrival of a priest to lead them.
+1867 – 1870, The Rev. Thomas Orkney Tongue
+ July 1870, The Rev. Douglas F. Forest
+ August 1871, The Rev. James B Avirett
+ 1873 – 1876, The Rev. Charles J. Kilgour
+ 1877 – 1879, the Chapel was virtually closed and only Sunday School continued to operate. During this time The Rev. Dr. John C. Tennant made several monthly trips to the Catoctin area.
+ 1882 – 1884, The Rev. Ernest McGill
+ 1884 – 1887, The Rev. Willliam L. Braddock
+ From 1887 when The Rev. Braddock left and the arrival of the next clergyman, the parishioners and the community of Harriet Chapel and Catoctin Furnace made do by holding morning prayer services as they were without clerical leadership.
+ 1896 – 1906, The Rev. Ernest McGill returned to Harriet Chapel.
+ 1907 – 1911, The Rev. Thomas Getz Hill
+ 1911 – 1913, The Rev. Louis Beeman Browne
+ 1913 – 1918, The Rev. Douglas Hoof
+ 1918 – 1920, The Rev. Clarence Wolfe
+ 1921 – 1947, The Rev. Warren K. Damuth
+ 1947 – 1952, The Rev. Dr. Oscar F. R. Treder
+ 1952 – 1957, The Rev. Bernard A. Jennings
+ 1957 – 1962, The Rev. Lloyd L. Wolf
+ 1962 – 1975, The Rev. Leslee E. Schwindt
+ 1975 – 1991, The Rev. Charles O. Schaffer
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God, we pray that You would grant us the Spirit of wisdom and discernment so that we may know You better and love You more. Give us an understanding heart so that we may be open to hear Your voice and hear You say, this is the path, walk in it.
Use us to be Your hands and feet – Your voice and heart that we may be a channel through which You pour out Your grace to help others – may we decrease to nothing so that only Christ is seen in our lives – we ask this in the power of the Spirit and in the name of Jesus. Amen.
Assist us, Lord, in living hopefully into the future. In the face of change, help us to set unnecessary fears aside and to recognize our potential for creative response. Help us to develop a reasonable optimism when confronted by “the new” and to guard against our own defensiveness. Be with us as we remember and celebrate former times, and keep us from unreasonable yearning for them, which takes us from the work you have set before us in our time. All this we ask in the name of your Child, our Savior, Jesus Christ.
Amen.
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CURTIS
DAMUTH
DEACON
DISCONTINUED
DOCTOR
EIGHTTEEN
EMPTY
EPISCOPAL
FAITH
FOREST
FURNACE
GRACEHAM
HALL
HARRELL
HARRIET
HILL
HISTORY
HOOF 

HOPE
INTEGRAL
IRON MAKING
JACOBS
JENNINGS
JOHN BRIEN
JOHNS 
JOHNSON
JOYNER GIFFIN 
KILGOUR
LUTHERAN
MCGILL 
MORAVIAN 
MULE
NEED
PARISH
PARKMAN
PAST

PERRYMAN 
POOR
PRAY
PRESENT
QUIET
RELIGION
REPEATS
REST
REVERAND
RIDE
SCHAFFER
SCHOOL
SCHWINDT
SEARCH
SEARS
SETTLEMENT
SEVENTEEN
SEVENTYFOUR 

SMALL 
SMITH
STANFORD
STAUP
TENNANT
THIRTYTHREE
TONGUE
TREDER
TWO
VESTRY
VISITS
WEDDEL
WEEKS
WINDSON
WOLF
WOLFE
WORD
WORK


ALL SAINTS
ANDERSON
AVIRETT
AYERS
BECK
BISHOP
BRADDOCK
BROWNE
CATOCTIN
CHAMBERS
CHURCH
CLARKSON
CLERGY
CLERICAL
CLOSED CONSECRATION CONSTRUCTION
CRAMPTON
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HARRIET CHAPEL – CATOCTIN EPISCOPAL PARISH
12635 CATOCTIN FURNACE ROAD, THURMONT, MD.
PARISH OFFICE: 301-271-4554
EMAIL: HARRIETCHAPEL@YAHOO.COM
SENIOR WARDEN: DAVID SWEENEY
JUNIOR WARDEN: JOE FERRARO
+++
FOR PASTORAL NEEDS, CONTACT
THE REV. DOUGLAS C. SMITH+
AT 717-476-3546
+++
THE REV. SALLY B. JOYNER GIFFIN+
AT 301-712-5356
OR
DAVID SWEENEY AT 240-674-0352
+++
Please visit our web site at: HARRIETCHAPEL.ORG
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“After Ted closes with prayer, there will be a brief
meeting in the parking lot to determine what,
if anything, was actually decided in this meeting.”
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